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the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or 4» any 
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or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

AOAM-P (M) (24 Apr 67) FOR OT . /    ^ 

^LJtseon« Learaed>YH(ii»iquarter»t' 
Battailoi^f 6th Artillery (U),   " 

/ Tet  ^7 
1 Nay 1967 

(gVgf: j 
TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

O 
CJ) 

n 

sure is^Operational Report - Lessons Learned,' —^—"^. Forwaräed as Inclosure 
Headquarters, 3D Battalion, 6th Artillery for period ending 31 January 
1967. Information contained In this report should be reviewed and 
evaluated by CDC In accordance with paragraph 61 of AR 1-19 and by CONARC 
In accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19. Evaluations and corrective 
actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of receipt of 
covering letter. 

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to the Commandants 
of the Service Schools to Insure appropriate benefits In the future frq^i 
lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted for use SiO ^ ^ t? 
developing training material. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

3/ Jan n 

1  Incl 
as 

KENNETH G. WICKHAM 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 3D BATTALION 6TH ARTILLERY 

APO 96318 

AVFA-AT-3/6-CO 1 February 1967 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1967 (U) 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

SECTION I  (U)    SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES 

1. (U)    General: 

a. On 9 January, the unit colors were presented to the new 
battalion commander In a change of command ceremony conducted at base camp. 

b. Awards: Soldiers' medals were awarded to a forward observer 
and his enlisted assistant. The Army Commendation Medal was awarded to the 
battalion S4 In a ceremony on 9 January. Air crewmans' badges were awarded 
to the battalion communications officer and three forward observers during 
the reporting period. Three battalion noncommissioned officers received 
awards for outstanding achievement for -their service as Instructors of 
Montagnard troops at Dak Pek special forces camp from 26 July 1966 until 
3 October 1966. 

c. From 3-14 November, the battalion sponsored Batteries B and C, 
1st Battalion, 44th Artillery (AD), and Battery G (-), 65th Artillery (AW) 
which were new arrivals In the Republic of Vietnam. 

2. (U) Intelligence: Several air observers were committed to aerial 
visual reconnaissance (VR) missions which resulted In sightings of numerous 
hamlets, trails, bridges, entrenchments, and suspected enemy personnel. 
Several of these locations have been used as harassing and Interdiction targets 
by artillery units in the Plelku area. On 26 January, Battery B fired a 
destruction mission at grids BR124512 and BR122510 under control of an 
aerial observer on a VR mission. The mission resulted in 6 hamlets destroyed, 
2 secondary explosions, and the burning of a rice storage area. 

3. (U) Operations and training activities. 

a. Plans: Training to develop and maintain individual combat 
proficiency, safety, personal hygiene and sanitation, maintenance, and security 
was scheduled periodically. Much of this training has been emphasized through 
on the Job training techniques. Familiarization firing of Individual and 
crew served weapons was conducted during the reporting period. 

b. Operations: 
(1)    On 6 November, selected personnel attended a briefing on 

the characteristics and employment of J:_he XM546 anti personnel round (Beehive). 
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.CONFIDENTIAL   1 , F,bruMy w 
SUBJiCT« Operational Report for Cioarterly Period Kudlng 31 January 1967 (u) 

The battalion conducted a firing demonstration of this round on 7 November. 

(2) On 12, 1), and 15 December, the firing batteries calibrated 
all 105iam howitzers j, Since all tubes were replaced as of 28 January due to 
being in excess of 3,000 effective full charge (ifC^rounds, oclibration is again 
required and has been requested. 

(3) From 1 November until 7 December Battery a occupied a position 
along highway 19 east of Pleiku City with the mission to provide security of the 
highway. 

(4) From 1 November until 7 ^eoember, Battery B occupied aeyoral  1 
positions between Oasis and Due Co, along highway 19. During this period. Battery 
B was attached to 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery providing security for highway 19 
and Duo C« special forces camp. Numerous defensive fires, preparations, regi- 
strations, and harassing and interdiction missions wore fired during this period. 

(5) From 1 November until 26 December, Battery C oocupied a po- 
sition along route 509 west of Pleiku City with the mission of DS TF Ist Squadron, 
10th Cavalry to provide security for route 509. 

(6) From 6-15 Deoember, Battery B, 7th Battalion, 13th Artillery 
was attached to 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery with the mission of DS 1st Battalion, 
69th Armor, to provide suourity for highway 19 east of Pleiku Vity» 

(7) On 6 December, Battery A moved two howitzers to a position 
along highway 19 approximately 14 miles east of Pleiku City. They were in DS of 
elements of Ist Battalion, 69th Armor, supporting a one day sweeping operation 
conducted by two ARVK companies. 

(8) From 7 December until 31 January, Battery B occupied a position 
along highway 19 east of Pleiku City with the mission of DS TF 1st Battalion, 
69th Armor, TF let Squadron, lOthOavalry, and 2d Battalion, 55th Infantry re- 
spectively, in support of a highway security mission. The battery fired de- 
struotitn missions, defensite concentrations, harassing and interdiction missions, 
and registrations during this period. 

(9) From 2 Deoember until 3 January, Battery A eocupied several 
positions along highway 19 between Oasis (ZA100278) and Duo Co. During this 
period, the battery was attached to the Ist Battalion, 30th Artillery and OPCON 
the 4th Battalion, 42d Artillery respectively, providing security for highway 
19 west of Pleiku City. Defensive oonoentratiens, registrations and harassing 
and interdiction missions were fired. 

(10) On 15 Deoember, Battery B, 7th Battalion, 13th Artillery 
was released from attachment k*  3d Battalion, 6th Artillery and returned to its 
home station. 
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1 rzbTjjiry 1967 
SUBJECT;   Operational Report iy: QuartJorl^ Toriod Kndix ?1  'anuciy 15^7 Cü) 

(11) From 15-30 December, Battoiy A? 7th 3cttalioii| ■,3th Artillory 
was attached to 3d JJattaiion, 6th .^"tillcry In BS of 1st Battalion, ö^tn /Irinor, 
providing security of luglivrcy 19 ocet of Plciku City.   Vfliilc attached, tho 
loattcry firod a doctruetion raieaion vÄiioh rosiiltod in the destruction of 9 hutsi 
damai'o to 6 otho.-.-o, c cavo cntranoo blookod, end a cache destroyed. 

(12) Prc."i ^6-50 Deoembor, Battozy C occupied tv;o positions f split 
battaty) In the vicinity of Plol Bo Lim and Riu Mhon along hj.glway 14 south of 
Plcilr.1 City,    Its misoion was to provide artillorJ'■ fires in support of 1st 
Squadron, 10th Cavcliy on a search and destroy mission as part of Operation PP.UI 
Rovoro IV. 

(13) Prom 30 Bocombor until 2 January, Battery C returned to base 
camp aftor being rolearcd from OCA Ist Squadron, 10th Cavr.liy. 

(14) Prom 2-31 Jr.nur.17/-, Battery C occupied two positions along route 
509 wost of Plc'iku City in 33 1st Squadron,  10th Ccvüliy, providing security of 
route 509«    V/hilo in thocc positions, the battery firod harassing end interdiction 
missions, dofonsive conccntmtiono, end registrations.   On 25 J.-nuciy, the battery 
firod two preparation missions, a totr.l of 296 rounds, in support of 1nJ. bat- 
talion, 22d Infantry during Operation Scu iiouston. 

(i'j) Prca 3~l6 Jruucry. Battery i. occupied a position along route 
14B botv/con routo 50? aid hi^iv/ay 79 "i^11 t*10 mission of i)o 1st Srnr.dron, "'Oth 
Cavrliy, to provido s^rurity of routo 143 and highway 19. 

(16) Pron 16-29 January, Battery L occupied a position r.I Gosis In 
BS of Is'; Fquadron, 10th Cavali^-, 

(17) On 29 January, Battery B, 7th Battalion, 13th Artillery. 
attached to 3d BattaJaon, 6th Arti31«iy, moved to a petition appr^simcteJy JC 
miles ocet of PJaiku City along highivay 19 in ÄS of T? 1st J-.ttalion, 65th Ar^ior. 

(18) Prom 29-31 Janu?.^; Battery L occupied a position along route 
509 wost of Ploilai City, in BS of 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry, providing support 
for security of »ute 50?, 

.' -    Traini r^; 

(1)   Selected perscnoel attended oi'.'Sfiog on the N16 rifle hold at 
3d i-'igade; 25th L'Jantjy Biviaion base canp on Ö and 9 Hovonbor. 

(.?,!    On ^1 hovfiinber, the headquartors batier^r Wim mortar section 
firod 1? support of a joint training exercise- with the 77th PA Datschaont (liadar). 

SBCKiO^ 3£ (g) &*WlHm S OBSERVATIONS Atf) SECMitND/.TICI'a 

Part I, Obaervatioju» (iessons leamad) 
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SUBJECTi   Opor :tiona] Hopovt for (iu-:rtorly Period Ending 37 January  'Qt? (ü)      ^ 

1«    (c)   Opjratlcnsa 

a, Items    Firing Chert (Sonlo»    l/25,000) 64OO mil. 

J'inj^esj.üii«    Tccticr.1 deployment of friendly troops from r. fire 
beso rather tlu";n by '.■■onvontional ncthods   requires that nrtilloiy fire direction 
centers i.i.untain a 5400 mil capability.   Standard PDC chart tables do not pro- 
vide 6400 mil covoraso at uaxinun rcngo when the battery location is plofctou in 
the center of the chart, 

ObscTvation»    Chart tables of Icxiinatod wood or plywood should be 
constructed 42 X 42 inches to facilitate 6400 mil coverage.    Standard firing 
charts can be fastened tog-other to attain this increased size, 

b, Itpms    riX3 personnel. 

Maovapiont    In order for battery fire direction centers to main- 
tain a 24 hour operational capability, two computers are required.    Under the 
current TOE, only one computer in grade of E5 (Specialist) is authorizod as 
chief computer/section chief,    Oonsequontly, the fire direction officer or chart 
oporatoiv are required to funct.-uon as computers, thus dotiacting from the per- 
formance of other duties. 

ObBorvation;    The TOB for firii^ batteries aöculd bo changed to 
cuthorieo a chief coaputer/sectien chief in grade E6 and an additional computer 
in grade B5 (Swoialist)* 

o«    Itemi   Transporting 105mm XII546 (Beehive) aoraunition 

riqcusgions    If this aixmnition is oorriod opened in the road;- 
racks cf th<5 lOSiu» hcvitter (M108) SP, the constant .■rovomont of the ainmunition 
in the racts causes undue paint wear.    In addition,   oiie shifting mißtt of the 
p-'ojectile cansus it to seat further into the canister, and the rotating band 
forces the lip of the canister to flare out, 

Obgrvyntlon;    One boehivo round should be carried strap-ood to the 
loading tray for immediate -use,    3he Temainin6■ beehive rounds should be laopt in 
fiter containers   slored hörte on tally in tlx: howitzer, ?.nd marked for ndor.ti- 
fioation to prevertc occidental firing v;hilo preset on mr.zlo action. 

2«    (O)    LogJstac5J 

a.    It im.*    Change of tubes for the VttOi howitzer SP, 

Jörscus&jcn^    Vcrnal tifnu to ehanga a tube for 4he M108 howitzcr is 
from 8 to 12 hours     "Phij ib accompliahe.d ky remviiw, the complete howitzer 
mount a6£Cj-,iljly: breech assembly; nid renwving the tube through the roar. 

CONFIDENTIAL ^ 
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1 Pcbnia.-!*; 19^7 
SUBJECTi    Oporcttoncl Report for Quait^rly Period Siding 31  Janur.ry 1?67 (ü) 

£       V/hon fir.i.-ii-,' i^.ttcrics arc cupio^od in tho field under ooinbat conditions, the tube 
can to ciiaiT^d in a period of JO ninutoa by xenaviag the tube lock nt tho roar of 
tho tubo, uns crow in,» tlio tube end rouoving it from tho front,    Tho new tube is 
thon instr.llod fron tlio front usin^ the sniuo procoduro in rovorsot 

ObgcrvRtipn;,   For bnttcrics deployed in oornbet positions, tubo 
chaji^gs should be r.ccompliohod by the most rcpid mocns avr.ilcblc to prevent pro- 
longod howitzer doimtimo» 

b,    PfcojiW   Dust dr.nr.gc to certain tj'pos of onginos in Viotnrxi, 

Dis_cus3_ir;-i„    jizcessivc dust nocumulr.tion onuses dcuicgo to turbo- 
chcrgers in oneinoV'öVVlT (GIS) in the M103 hovätzor, F.P, 

ObE-iyj^tiont   Air bags shoula be oloanod daily end replaced weekly 
in order to prevent orjine dar.ir.ge. 

3.    (C)    Othert 

Q»    ItoMI   iili/VEC-IZ series redios. 

E.i^r.I-iSS.ißfiS    '^bc new i'.ii/TOC-12 scries radios have a tendency to over- 
heat durinj hot vraathor in epito of tho fact that they have an autonrtic cooling 
fan.    Tliis problea is partir-ularly true in the hi 15 nrmorod personnel carrier 
whore interior ':"-;rapcraturo causes constant overheating of radios even t/hon radios 
are not being uaud, 

OJjsor^rotion;   ..dditional mounts and cabling should bo provided to 
allow roracval of the radios for static position operation and cooling.    Tho 11113 
iJ'C should alsc be cquipyod with a cooling fan in the troop couparti-icnt to circu- 
late air oreund the eKierior of* the  L-adios. 

Pert II,  K«coi:aendaticns 

1.    (U)    Operations«   Eooonricnd augmentation for battery fire direction 
centers. 

?•.     (ü)    OthcrJ   8«com,>i0nd the t a nodifioat: on kit 'be provided for the 
Ii113 hPC in order t<? prcper/y cool radio «Kjuipiwxt,,    Tlie modification kit should 
include additional nwljo raoimts and cables for removal of equipment fron tho 
vehicle«    i. cooling fan should clso bo Mounted for interior conparlMont cooling. 

'jjijimding 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1 A.VPA-AT-52-S3 (1 Peb 67) lat Lad 
SUBJECT i    Operational Report of Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Knding Jl 

January 1967 RCS(CSPOR-65) 

imUJUUAKPlüS, 52D AHTILLüflY GRüUP, Ait) 96318, 4 Peb 6? 

TOt   Comoanding General, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96550 

1*   Reference!    I FPuRCEV Arty msg AVHGC-EH 05500, subject 1   Operational 
Report-Lessons Learned for Period Ending 51 January 1967, dtg 2711352 Jan 67. 

2«   Spelling errors have been corrected with pen and ink. 

3*   Information is current and appropriate. 

4.   Augmentation to battery fire direction centers will be requested by 
an'MPOB. 

5*   Modifieation reeonmended in Part II|, para 2 will be the subject of 
an iJlR to be submitted by the 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery. 

6.   Daily fornul training is held in all units in fire direction and 
firing battery procedures to ensure individual and unit proficiency and 
Accuracy of fires. 

FCfi THE CÜMMAMDSU 

^ 
HENRY H. PUr&BS 
I/EC, Arty 
adjutant 

O/S&^r* 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AfFA-AT-O (1 Mb 67) 2d lad 
SDBJEGTt   Optrttional Report of LiHent Ltcrotd for Qaarttrl/ Ptriod 

iDdlng 31 Jaiwarjr 1967 (RCS CSPGR-65)Od Bn, 6th irtj) (0) 

HEiDQUiRWRS, I HELD KSCB VIBTNilf IRTIILBIT, iPO 96350, 19 Frtruarjr 1967 

TOt   Ooawnliiif QtBtral, I Pltld Parw flttiun, iRRi   AVFA-QC-O&T, 
IPO  96350 

1.   (U)   Coneor in obttrraiion« tad rteoawDdatlona ooatalMd ID 
btile eoMBBleatlou. 

2« (0) 1h» following additioul comat It avbaittodt Htcoantnd 
this proeodnrt bt •▼«luatod by the approfriato ordnaae« eoanand, and if 
found aeotptabla, datailod inpltaiating inatruotiooa be fornisbod. 

FOR THE COMMAEDERt 

1£0\, EI1IS 
VtO, irtjr 
Adjutant 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVFA-CC-OT (1 Feb 6?) 3d Ind 
// SUBJECT}   Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 196? 

(U) 

HEADQUARTERS, I FIEID FQttCE VIETNAM,    APO    96350      13 MAR 1967 

TOt   Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam,   APO   96307 

!•    (U)   Concur with the contents of the Operational Report for 
Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 196? of 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, 
and the preceding Indorsements with the following comments. 

2.    (C)   Reference Section 11, Part II - Recanraendations. 

a«   Reference paragraph it   A request for MTOE change must be 
submitted by the organization with Justification before any favorable 
personnel action can be taken. 

b.   Reference paragraph 2:   All radios should have the backs 
removed, the vanes of the blower motor squirrel cage, and the fins of 
the heat exchange cleaned a minimum of once weekly.   Proper preventive 
maintenance will contribute immeasurably to keeping the radio operating 
as cool as possible»   The organization should submit an equipment im- 
provement recommendation (EIR) on the problems encountered as outlined 
in TM 3Ö-750, with changes, dated 15 January 1961i. 

FOR THE COMMANDER t. 

(/IAHLES L 
'fjPT, AGC 
Asst AG 

COÄTIAl 
~r 

OtClASSIflfO AHfff 12 WARS. 
COO IW 5?0(i 10 
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CC CONFIDENTIAL ffß. 

.3       AVHQC-DH (1 P«b 67) 4th Ind 
SUBJECTS   Operational Report-Leuon« Laarnad for the Period finding 

31 January 1967   (BCS CSFOB-65) 

HEim^EHS^ljNITa) STATES ABKT VIETNAM, APO San Francisco   96307 

TO:   Commander in Chiaf, toited States Axmy, Pacific, ATTNt   GPOP-OT 
APO   96558 

1. This headquarters has revlewMl the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the period ending 31 January 1967 from Headquarters, 3d 
Battalion, 6th Artillery ai indorsed, 

2. Reference Paragraphs 1 and 2, Part II, Section II, Page 5«   The 
action indicated in Paragraphs 4 and 5, 1st Indorsement is appropriate. 

FOR THE COMMANDERS 

IK U ACC 

ii 

■" '.i desBisnl ir.cj be rc^r-c'o:! "i'MCLilSSIFIED" nor CONFIDENTIAL uix. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

)^ GPOP-OT(1 Feb 67) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report-Ltttom Learned for the Period Ending 

31 January 1967 (RCS CSPOR-65), HQ 3d Bn 6th Arty 

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Franclcco 96558      g APR 1967 

TO:    Aaaletant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This haadquarters concurs In the baalc report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

KOBALT 
CFI, A6C 
Asst AO 

10 
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